PHS Foreign Language Department:  Deutsch
CULTURAL PARTICIPATION AND RESEARCH (CPR) GUIDELINES
WILLKOMMEN!  An important part of your learning experience this year will be your Cultural Participation and Research portfolio.  The CPR portion of your German class at PHS has been adapted from highly successful programs in California and Illinois*.  CPR is a way for you to take charge of the pace and scope of your learning experiences.  Your CPR activities, which are designated by you, will enable you to earn credit not only for learning more about the cultural activities that you are already familiar with, but for trying new experiences as well.  Invite your family and friends to participate in the learning process whenever you can.

How does CPR Work?

Most students enroll in German to learn how to speak the language.  One of the quickest and surest ways to achieve that goal is to seek out opportunities to interact with native German speakers.  Learning another language is a skill and like any skill, it must be developed.  Just going to class in not going to be enough for you to learn a new language (of course, by not going to class you won't learn at all!)  

You are required to complete a project each semester by undertaking activities that are designed to help you interact with real-life German resources that you may find in Parker and the surrounding communities.  What do you do?  It is up to you.  See the attached handout.  Here are your guidelines:


Show thoughtful evidence of your learning experience.  This might be in the form of.....




*  an oral report or presentation to the teacher (during advisement, before or after school)




*  a demonstration on cassette tape, videotape or dvd




*  a written report (must be typed and include a bibliography and meet PHS report standards)




*  a poster




*  an art project




*  a chart and accompanying explanation




*  a cassette recording




*  a video recording




*  a  computer multimedia project


*  a Guided adventure:





*  another idea of your own to demonstrate what you have learned or share what you know with the 


class.




It is impossible to give credit for incomplete or sloppy work, or to work that you do not complete yourself.  (Also, remember the reports must be written in your own words).  Each CPR Activity must be signed by a parent (or, in some cases, another supervising adult). Parent comments are encouraged and welcome, and, of course so are your suggestions.  Have fun!

Warning:

Projects which involve research of any type need to include a bibliography. School policy states that any plagiarism  will be heavily penalized. 1st Offense-0% on the project. It is YOUR responsibility to document your sources. Research papers/posters/multimedia projects all need to include citations for your sources.  


*Thanks to Linda Paulus, Mundelien High School, Mundelien, Ill. for sharing the original idea.

Common Questions about CPR Projects
HOW DO I GET CREDIT FOR MY PROJECT?


You show ACTION, CONNECTION, and REFLECTION. You will do this by:


1.  Learning something worthwhile about German culture or the German language.


2.  Demonstrate what you have learned and how it connects with this class.


3.  Attach a completed "CPR PROJECT COMMUNICATIONS FORM."  This must include a 
parent signature.  I want your parents to be aware of what you are doing, so each activity 
must be turned in with a signed form from a parent/guardian for you to get credit.

How Will My Project Be Graded?

As you plan your CPR experience and the demonstration of what you will learn, keep in mind how your project will be graded.  Remember, the points you earn depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate:


1.  Educational value and quality of content:  Did you show your experience was worthwhile?  
Did you try something new?  What did you learn?  How does it fit with what we do in this class?


2.  Time and effort invested:  Make sure the quality of your project accurately demonstrates how 
long it took you to complete your project and the effort you put forth.  Neatness, organization 
and completeness are very important here.  The quality must be high.  Written reports should 
be typed, maps or pictures must be neat, oral presentations and demonstrations must be 
well-planned. Expect to spend 3-5 hours on your project outside of class.

3.  Communication:  Simply taking part in an authentic German cultural experience is great, but it is not enough to get you a grade--you must communicate what you have learned to your teacher and/or classmates to get a grade.  It must be quality work and you must show you have learned (or taught ) something worthwhile.

What Do I Do For My Project?

It is up to you!  Below are some ideas for neat, complete and on time projects.  There are over 100 on the list so far.  Spend some time looking over these activity ideas.  Consider those that would best suit your talents as well as those that will expand your horizons and use your creativity.  You must choose activities from at least two different areas during the year.  You cannot do the same type of project each time.


I encourage you to work together on your activities (we always learn from one another).  What you demonstrate, write or turn in, however, must be your own work.  The final product must be in your own words and your version of the experience.  Do you have an idea for a project that does not appear on this list?  Give me your proposal!  If it is educationally valid, fun and you will learn something from it, you will get credit for it.

Extra Credit

      Extra Credit may be given to those projects where the student communicated extremely well and was able to show that they went above and beyond the basic project. 

Some CPR Activity Ideas 

	If you like music...

-memorize a song with German lyrics 

(can be lip-synched, performed or recorded.

-learn to play a song in German on your guitar or another musical instrument 

-attend Oktoberfest at Heritage Square or Larimer Square and dance(sorry not at Elitch's).  

-Create your own music video in German 

-listen to German radio stations (in Denver and on the internet) and compare their formats 

-attend a concert where music is performed in German 

-attend a concert by the Colorado Symphony (303-830-TIXS; www.coloradosymphony.com) in Denver when they are performing a concert of exclusively German classical music 

-learn a dance (not the Entetanz), a polka or another Bavarian dance.  Learn to waltz to the Blue Danube 

-teach your teacher &/or classmates an authentic dance from a German speaking country 

-visit a local music store and find German music that can be purchased, prices, styles of music, etc. 

-go dancing at the Edelweiss club and learn new dances 


	If you like art...

-make a special map of the German speaking world 

-reproduce a famous painting or sculpture by a German artist and explain something about his/her life and or style 

-create your own artwork that shows influence of German cultures and explain what it means 

-visit an art museum in Colorado that has paintings of German artists 

-create your own folk art project modeled on authentic German folk art and explain what it means 

-invite an artist or guest speaker to present authentic German art to your class 

-create a German craft and explain what it means 

-create a poster for the classroom that illustrates a concept or unit we are studying 

-find out ore about some other aspect of German crafts, folk art or fine art 

-write a prospectus for a new museum for our community that would reflect the German influences, past and present  

--bring in at least 3 reproductions of German art works that fall into 3 different time periods  (expressionism, realism, abstract and explain the differences to the class using the reproductions 
	If you like current events...

-clip and report on news articles about the German-speaking world from a newspaper, newsmagazines, the internet or another source 

-follow the news about one German speaking country over a period of time, 1-2 months 

-chart the past, present, and projected future German presence in the United States and the implications for this country 

-Create a mini German newspaper for your classmates that highlights the most important events in Germany over the previous 1-2 months 

If you want to learn more about a specific country...

-contact one of the Embassies or Tourism Ministries below 

(10-20 points)

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

4645 Reservoir Rd. N.W.

Washington, DC 20007-1998

Embassy of Austria

3524 International Court NW.

Washington, DC 20008

Austrian Institute

11 East 52nd Street

New York, NY 10022

German Information Center

950 Third Avenue

New York, NY  10022

Deutsch Zentrale für Tourismus, e.v.

Beethovenstrasse 69

60325 Frankfurt, Germany




	Swiss National Tourist Office

608 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10020

Embassy of Switzerland

2900 Cathedral Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Ask for materials on Germany, Austria or Switzerland.  Ask for materials on foods, history, art, flags, etc.  Also check the above addresses, they may not be current any  longer.

-find web sites for German-speaking countries on the Internet and contact the embassies or organizations via 

e-mail. 

-research a German-speaking country and write a story about a fictional family from that country that spans several generations (like James Michener's novels.  Include important historical events and settings with your characters stories  

If you like history or geography...

-do an interview  with a native German-speaking immigrant (this may be done in English)  

-make a map that highlights the influence of German speaking  people on  U.S. history 

-do a research report on  a famous German person 

-do a research report on a famous German immigrant to the U.S. like Levi Strauss, or Albert Einstein 

-do a research report on a German speaking country (10-20 points)

-do a research report on a  specific time period in German history, for example WW1, WW2 or the holocaust 

*All reports must include a bibliography.
	-do a research report on the pros and cons of reunification 

-organize and lead a class discussion on problematic issues in German speaking countries and possible solutions 

-do a report on the effect of the Euro on European currencies, especially the German Mark and what positive and negative effects it will have on German speaking countries 

-create a timeline of important historical/cultural events for a German speaking country

-learn about the heroes (past or present) of the German speaking world 

-create a project (may, Hyperstudio, poster, web site, etc. that teaches about the geographic and ethnic diversity of the German speaking world 

If you want to learn more about the Holocaust...

-attend an event in the Denver area during Holocaust awareness Week in April each year 

-visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC 

-read two books about people who were in the Holocaust and compare their stories 

-participate in the Anne Frank writing/art contest sponsored each year by the Rocky Mountain News 

-contact the Anti Defamation League (ADL) for information for information to share with your classmates 


	-interview a survivor of a concentration camp or someone who was hidden 

-interview a survivor of WW2, a soldier, a citizen, or a victim  

-create your own project/artwork 

-do a report about a person who helped hide someone or helped someone to escape to another country 

If you like teaching....

-teach German to English-speaking children 

-organize a panel discussion about the importance of foreign languages  

-tutor an ESL student in our school district 

-tutor someone in German (you must be in German II or higher to do this)  

-interview someone who was educated in a German-speaking country and find out about their experience and that country's educational system 

-interview all of the full year exchange students at EHS, and compare their school system with ours and the 

-call 3 Universities in Colorado and find out about teacher education programs for German and other foreign languages 




	If you like to explore career possibilities...

-research career opportunities for bilingual speakers of Spanish (and other languages)  

-interview a professional person who uses German in his/her career 

-job shadow someone (follow a person around as they work for all or part of the day ) who uses German on the job 

-invite someone who uses German in their job as a guest speaker to your class to talk about what it is like 

-invite Herr Dr. Caldwell from UNC to speak to your class about career opportunities in Foreign Languages 

-find out about the best university programs for German, other languages, and/or international studies 

If you like computers....

-communicate with a "key pal" in English in a German speaking country

-communicate with other students or your  teacher  in German via E-mail 

-communicate with a native speaker in Germany, Austria, or Switzerland in German 

-find some cool German related web sites on the net and document, explain or share them with your classmates 

-find out about good software for learning foreign languages 

-set up an "electronic field trip" to museums or cultural centers in a German speaking country 


	-collaborate on writing projects/science projects with German speaking students in other places 

-participate in an online class/theme/topic from the Goethe Institute in German-www.goethe.de and document the results 

-design a multi-media project or create a web site for other students in the EHS German program to use that coordinates with a unit we are studying or will be studying 

If you like to cook & eat....
Please do not bring samples o f your food projects to school without consulting your teacher!

-learn how to make Apfelküchle , Quark, Kartoffelsalat of Mandelkuchen.  All recipes are in the German I Komm Mit Book

-complete a list of authentic recipes from a German speaking country  and share with your class 

-learn how to make other authentic dishes from German speaking countries such as Kaiserschmarren, Black Forest Cherry Cake, Apfelstrudel or Sandkuchen  

-prepare a complete German meal for your family and document with photos/video and comments from family members 

-make a gingerbread house from a kit.

-make a gingerbread house from scratch. You will find recipes in women’s magazines during the holiday season or on the internet.


	-visit Karls FF Delicatessen on Yosemite and Arapahoe Road.  What types of breads, meat, cheeses, etc. do they have?  Compare with a typical American Delicatessen  (bring your teacher a chocolate bar and receive extra points!!!!)

-eat at an authentic German restaurant, such as Uwe's in Colorado Springs.  The restaurant should have some German-speaking wait staff so that you can order in German.  

If you like to read....
-find some good books for learning foreign languages 

-circle all the cognates you can find in an article from a German newspaper or magazine 

-read a children's book in German 

-get a copy of the real Grimm's Fairy Tales and compare with the newer versions 

-collect articles on news from the German world (in English or German) 

--read a poem, short story or a novel by a German speaking author (in English or German) 

-read literature about the Holocaust 

-do a research paper on a relevant topic-must include a bibliography 

-find articles of personal interest to you on the internet in German. Print out a copy and briefly summarize in English or German 

 If you like TV or movies....

-watch the news in German (on Knowledge TV) and make a list of words you understand 




	-create a video commercial in German, alone or with 1-2 others

-create your own story/soap opera/newscast  in German with 2-3 other people 

-make a music video based on German music 

-on a short-wave radio (tell the frequency and time) or on the internet radio(give web address) listen to the news, sports program or something else and make a list of words that you understood 

-find on the internet a TV newscast and listen to it .  Summarize what you understood in English or German and make a list of words you did not understand 

-rent a video about Germany in English and watch it. Summarize the movie (no R rated movies may be viewed) 

-view a video in German, make a list of vocab you didn't understand 

If you like to travel....
-get information from a travel agency on traveling in German speaking countries 

-interview someone who has traveled in a German-speaking country (service people that were stationed abroad, former exchange students, teachers, etc. 

-write to a tourist office of a German speaking country for travel information 

-plan a trip to a German speaking country.  Write our your itinerary in detail and what you will need to take. Get travel brochures (or make your own and a passport 
	-watch a documentary video on a German-speaking country 

-visit a German speaking country and report on the experience 

-find travel sources on the web for Germany, Austria or Switzerland in either English or German (5-15 points

-compare guide books for German speaking countries (you can do this on the web, buy t he guides or check them out of our library or the public library) Fodors, Frommers, Let's Go, Rick Steves, etc. are good guides   

If you like children....

-write and illustrate a simple children's story in German and share it with the class, or , better with a group of young children.

-perform a puppet show in German.

-perform with several others a fairy tale in German for elementary children 

-learn some of the songs, rhymes, tongue-twisters, chants or spoken playground games that native German speaking children play 

-find out about the games that children play in German speaking countries and teach them to the class 

-teach a small group of elementary students the numbers, alphabets, colors, etc.  

If you want to practice your German more....
-start a pen-pal exchange (see the computer section) and communicate via E-mail with a German speaking student in another country


	-host a foreign exchange student in your home 

-speak to your teacher in the halls, before class and after class in German 

-use German in your job 

-write a poem or a song in German and discuss your choice of words 

-plan a cultural activity for the class and conduct it in German 

-incorporate German in a school sponsored extra-curricular activity 

-arrange for a guest speaker who speaks German to come to your class

-help translate for someone who doesn't speak English

-make a dictionary of German slang 

-spend the night at the home of a friend who is a native speaker

-attend a German speaking play

-Visit a nursing home or long-term care facility and visit with the German speaking residents 

HILFE!  HILFE! HILFE!
Thanks to Ms. Ingelfield, I was able to modify the Spanish list and come up with these activities. However, I know that my students will find the one -that I missed. Please submit your ideas to me.  Almost anything goes!!!!  

Viel Spass!!!

****************************


